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Marriage is a Private Affair by Chinua Achebe

Marriage is a Private Affair is a short story written by Chinua Achebe in 1952. It has a central focus on marriage, and its main point is the cultural and religious differences between the two families. Therefore the central theme is the clash between two cultures. It also deals with other subthemes like love, father and son relationship, family and arranged marriage. The title of the text is vital because it summarizes the main message. Chinua Achebe tries to convince the reader that marriage is a private affair which is something that not everyone agrees with. The essay will focus on arguing about the issue of marriage secrecy. It will highlight the arguments on the topic based on textual evidence.

Marriage is a Private Affair

Marriage is considered an agreement first, between two people. In the text, Nnaemeka, who is the groom, decides to stick to marrying Nene without necessarily involving his family. When he chooses Nene as his future wife, he does it on his volition and choice. He does not believe in matchmaking something that his father, Okeke, had arranged back in the village. Nnaemeka lives in Lagos Nigeria, and his community back home considers that he should go back home to get a wife that pleases his people. In this case, Ugoye is the lady that has a planned betrothal to Nnaemeka. He does not involve his people in the village when he intends to marry Nene no wonder the future hostility from his people.

Furthermore, he is resistant to inform his father of their love affair with Nene because he understands that it does not need to involve more than two people when people fall in love. His fiancé Nene insists that he should break the 'good' news to Okeke, but Nnaemeka is hesitant. It is because he understands the rebellion he would receive from his family and community at large. Being aware of the repercussions of his actions, he beats his fears and decides to inform his father, though with caution.

In some instances, marriage can occur with or without the presence of one's family, giving it a more private outlook. After Okeke refuses to accept Nene as his future daughter in law, Nnaemeka and Nene decide to get married privately. It happens anyway, without the presence of their father. It means that religious and legal institutions only need the couple intending to get married, two witnesses and not the whole clan, parents included. News of their marriage reaches the village and Okeke is not happy. He also gets to see the couple's wedding photo which spurs up his bile than before. He feels left out and disrespected by his son and vows never to accept Nene as his daughter in law.

Marriage is not a Private Affair

Traditionally, marriage is a communal affair that involves multiple parties. Apart from the groom and bride, members of the community feel entitled to the planned arrangement. When Nnaemeka is pressurized by Nene to inform his father about their relationship, it is evident that they could not keep the joy to themselves.  Involving the father, Okeke means that marriage is communal and more people should be aware of it. Also, when Okeke travels to the village to inform his father about it, he understands the need to involve his community about his plans.

It is challenging to hide good news from people; therefore, upon realization, it is no longer private.  After their marriage, Nnaemeka and Nene send a photo of their wedding to Okeke. Also, the whole community learns of the secret marriage, something that does not go well with them. Okeke and the community feel disrespected and left out of the wedding. They feel undermined and considered useless. When Okeke earlier on suggests to Nnaemeka to marry Ugoye, it shows that the parents of the girl had agreed on this arrangement. With the evidence here, it merely shows that marriage is not a private affair.

In marriage, one will need counsel from family members and friends. When the children are of age, they keep asking Nene about their grandfather. Okeke had decided to disassociate himself with Nnaemeka and his family after their marriage. However, Nene decides to write him a letter informing him of his grandchildren and how they anticipate seeing him one day. Okeke ponders over this issue and considers the need for mending fences between him and his son once again. The act by Nene portrays the need for family involvement in bringing up children. The two boys need their grandparent and vice versa. Okeke conforms to nature's way of dealing with issues. In his intuition, he sees the two children left out in the cold while he is safe and can take care of them.

Private plans can either make or destroy family relationships. In this case, the act of marrying Nene jeopardized the relationship between Nnaemeka and his father, Okeke. The latter disoriented himself from his son and family because he felt disrespected and dishonoured. The former, on the other hand, decided to live his life in the city and build his family. Deep down, he knew he had a father in the village because he wrote three letters in eight years, which went unanswered. 

From the arguments above, it is evident that marriage cannot be a private affair. It calls for family members and the community to approve and bless the union. The case of Nnaemeka and Nene's plan to go ahead and marry privately succeeded but left different parties with wounds. Okeke was discontented and decided to let go of his close relationship with Nnaemeka. The latter was unstable mentally after marrying a girl his father did not approve. Nene, on the other hand, becomes worried when her children ask about their grandfather and decide to break the silence between them. All these and much more from the text are clear evidence that marriage is not a private affair.
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